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PREFACE. 



Our Southern clergy very rarely introduce political topics in their 
pulpit ministrations Devoted to their appropriate calling, they con- 
eecmte that sacred place to higher themes. It cannot be denied, 
however, that circumstances may arise which will justify the preacher 
in departing from a line of conduct, in general, so proper and praise- 
worthy. Such, it seemed to the author of the following discourse, 
■were the circumstances under which it was delivered. Profoundly 
convinced that perils of the most alarming character threaten, with 
utter ruin, all the Southern people value as men, and as Christians, 
he felt the duty of the minister to be identified with the duty of the 
citizen. The day on which it was delivered having been set apart 
by the highest authorities of the State for humiliation and prayer, 
with reference to our political relations, h would have been ex- 
tremely improper not to have alluded to them, and unmanly to have 
done so without expressing his honest convictions. 

If the discourse should be read by any who will condemn its se- 
verity, the author can only say, that it was not born in him to feel, or 
to speak tamely of injustice and oppression. The blood of two 
South Carohna patriot soldiers of the revolution, and of two patriotic 
women, who endured their full share of trial throughout that contest, 
mingles in his veins, and every drop of it runs in fire when the land for 
which they served and suffered is assailed with injury and insult, A 
little more than seventy-five years ago, on July 20th, 1775, our fathers 
bent in prayer to God for their country against unjust legislation, and 
rose with burning hearts to second their prayers with brave endeavors. 
Let us disown our parentage, or emulate their example. 

Some readers may judge, many points which have been introduced, 
to require further illustration and argument. — The discourse was de- 
livered to an audience as well informed on the subject as the author, 
and he b r s a "m s in their opinion. He only designeii, in a 
brief and pi m n lo group together the leading facts of the 
case, so a b xh I the necessity of " seeking help from God," 

Had publ n b pected, he would have endeavored to fortify 

his positi 1 full rgiiment and proof. 
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BISCOURSE. ;y5- 



"Oh our God, wilt thou not Judge them^ for we have no might against 
this great company that cometh against ub ; neither know we what to do : 
but our eyea are upon Thee." 

The circumstances connected with the text were these: — 
When the Israelites came up fcom the land of Egypt to take 
possession of Canaan, they were expressly prevented by the 
command of the Lord, from invading the territories of Am- 
monj Moab, and Mt. Seir or Bdom. This was because these 
nations were of their own blood and kindred, — the Moabitea 
and Ammonites being descended from Lot, Abraham's broth- 
er's son, and the Edomites from Esau, the brother of Jacob. 
The Israeiiles requested of these nations permission to pass 
peaceably through their country, to the promised land, and be- 
ing refused, made a long and painful circuit through the wilder- 
ness, to avoid a conflict with them. 

After the settlement of the twelve tribes in Canaan, they 
were frequently attacked, and their eountiy ravaged by these 
hostile people. On the side of Israel, there was kindness, and 
respect, in remembrance of their fathers, and of their common 
blood. But, on the side of the children of Moab, Ammon and 
Mount Seir, there were constant jealousies, enmity, and distur- 
bance. One of their assaults upon their unoffending neighbors 
was made while Jehoshaphat was King of Jtidah, and is recor^ 
ded in this chapter. Determined by one elfort, finally to 
destroy, and exterminate the people of God, the three nations 
leagued together, and uniting their forces, invaded JuQah by 
the South West corner of the Dead Sea, and took possession of 
Engedi, a frontier town of that tribe. In this contest, Judah 
stood alone. The ten tribes had separated from their brethren, 
after the death of Solomon, and of them all, only the small 
fragment of Beiyamin adhered to the kingdom. In this crisis 
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Jehoshaphat had reason to be alarmed. Three powerful na- 
tions, an eastern, middle, and western, were combined to over- 
throw his country, and its institutions. The other tribes, recre- 
ant to the ohhgations of religion, patriotism, interest and fra- 
ternity, left him to contend single-handed with the common ene- 
mies ; and of the twelve tribes which should have been united 
in their common defence, only one, and a portion of another 
were faithful to duty, and to God. The King, sensible that all 
human hope in such a case was lost, sought help from above. 
"And Jehoshaphat feared, and set himself to seek the Lord, 
and proclaimed a fast throughout all Judah." The whole peo- 
ple, sympathising in the alarm and anxiety of their rulers, re- 
sponded unanimously to this proclamation. They gathered 
themselves together, out of all the cities of Judah to ask help 
of the Lord, On the appointed day of the fast, the King stood 
up in the congregation, in the house of the Lord, and uttered 
for himself and people the following prayer. " Oh Lord God of 
our fathers, art Dot thou Godin heathen? and rulest not thou 
over all the kingdoms of the heaven 1 and in thy hand is there 
not power and might, so that none is able to withstand thee ? 
Art not thou our God, who didst drive out the inhabitants of 
this land before thy people Israel, and gavest it to the seed of 
Abi'aham, thy friend forever? And they dwelt therein, and 
have built thee a sanctuary therein for thy name, saying, if, 
when evil cometh upon us, the sword, judgement, or pestilence 
or famine, we stand before this house and in thy presence, (for 
thy name is in this house) and cry unto thee in our affliction, 
then thou wilt hear and help. And now, behold ! the children 
of Ammon and Moab, and Mt. Seir, whom thou wouldest not 
let Israel invade, when they came out of the land of Egypt ; 
but they turned from them, and destroyed them not, behold, 
how they reward us, to come to cast us out of thy possession, 
which thou hast given us to inherit. Oh our God, wil_t thou 
not judge them? for we have no might against this great com- 
pany that cometh against us ; nehiier know we what to do : 
but our eyes are upon thee." 

The piayei-s of an injured people in a righteous cause were 
instantly heard. Before the assembly was dismissed the Spirit 
of the Lord came upon one of the Prophets, and he was com- 
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missioned to announce the following message, " Thus saith the 
Lord unto you, Be not afraid, nor dismayed by reason of this 
great multitude, for the battle is not yours, but God's. Ye shall 
not need to fight in this battle, set yourselves, stand ye stili, and 
see the salvation of the Lord with you ; Oh Judah and Jerusa- 
lem, fear not, nor be dismayed ; to-morrow go out against 
them, for the Lord will be with you." Accordingly when the 
army of Judah moved early in the morning against their ene- 
mies, it is said " the Lord set ambushments against the children 
of Ammon, Moab, and Mt Seir, which were come up against 
Judah ; and they were smitten. For the children of Ammon 
and Moab stood up against the inhabitants of Mt. Seir, utterly 
to stay and destroy them, and when they had made an end of 
the inhabitants of Seir, every one helped to destroy another." 

It would seem probable that these guilty confederates, aware 
of the approach of Jehoshaphat's troops in the early dawn, had 
set ambushmcnts for them. But, from some mistake in the 
gloom of the morning, the men of Moab and Ammon, attacked 
their own allies of Mt. Seir. Coming up, perhaps, from oppo- 
site sides, after they had destroyed the Edomites, each, in the 
confasion and din of the battle, mistook the other party, for a 
supporting division of Judah's troops, and thus continued the 
contest among themselves, "every one helping to destroy ano- 
ther." This result will not appear in itself improbable, if we 
remember the hour of the day, — that these troops being of dif- 
ferent nations were to a great degree strangers to each other, — 
and that the disciphne of ancient armies was very imperfect, 
and dilFerent from modern, each man after the battle had com- 
menced fighting pretty much atone, and without regard to Iiis 
comrades or commanders. But, however natural and probable 
this event may have been in itself, the Prophet had lifted the 
veil of Providence, and shown that it was brought about in an- 
swer to prayer ; by the hand and wilt of Almighty God, which 
work imseen, and govern the hearts, and conduct of men ac- 
cording to His own high and sovereign pleasure, — And, my bre- 
thren, as He did then, so He may again defeat the counsels of 
the unjust and thwart the projectsof evil, by turning their hands 
against one another, and engagmg them in a destructive con- 
flict among tliemsclvos, while those who were designed to Ije 
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their victims have nothing to do, but to " stand still and see the 
salvation of the Lord." 

You cannot fail to see the s k i g pira !el bet veen the cir- 
cumstances of Judah in this co es a d our o vn this day. 
Their God is our God, and the C od of o tie As in their 
case, so in ours, the Lord did d \e o t tl e nl ab ants of this 
land before our ancestors and give t to t! em a d to their seed 
for a possession. As their f a I e s ve e o ve e o rs the peo- 
ple of God, — faithful Christian nen vl o e co ed the perils, 
of the wilderness and war, to find a home where they might 
worship God, and serve Him without fear. And they dwelt 
herein, and have built sanctuaries herein, for the name of the 
Lord, saying, "if when evil cometh upon us, wc stand before 
thy house, and in thy presence, and cry unto thee in our afflic- 
tion, then thou wilt hear and help." The Episcopalians and 
the Puritans from England, the Calvinists from Prance, and 
the Presbyterians from Scotland, and Ireland, brought with 
them their Bibles and their Ministers, the Gospel and the 
Church, and here founded a Christian commonwealth in the 
name of God and for the glory of Christ, — And we are still a 
Christian people. Our sunny land is covered all over with Chris- 
tian sanctuaries. The great mass and body of our citizens pro- 
fess the faith of Jesus — to say the least, we have in proportionto 
our numbers, as many churches, ministers and members, as 
the North : we are as consistent in our walk, as pure in doctrine, 
and as strict in discipUne. Our Sabbaths are as well observed 
and our Bibles as much reverenced. We as truly believe in 
Christ Jesus, and call upon the name of the Lord. 

Again, those who are combining to destroy us, are those of 
our own blood and kindred, to whom we have, in time past, 
shown kindness and respect. Their ancestors and ours were 
brethren, and sprung from the same race. We have never in- 
vaded their territory, nor assaulted their institutions. The war 
of the Revolution was principally on their account, and in our 
full measure we helped them to fight it. The last war with 
England was chiefly for the protection of their interests, and 
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we faithfully stood by them in that. When the South was 
much the larger and stronger, she gave them, as the free gift of 
her imperial generosity, a vast territory which now forms for 
them five large and powerful stales. When Louisiana was 
acquired, it was all subject to our institutions ; but four-fifths of 
it were taken by them, and only one-fifth left for us. By the 
next increase of territory we got the swamps of Florida, and 
they the district of Oregon, six times as large. Texas was all 
ours but by the arts of political cunning, a third of it has been 
taken from us,— And of the last arinexationfrom Mexico, every 
acre, every foot, every inch, every hair's breadth, has been ap- 
propriated to themselves— and that while we contributed our 
full share of men and means to acquire it. It matters little to 
say, if it be true, that this has been done without infringing the 
letter of the Constitution and laws. If my neighbor, by strata- 
gem and management, deprives me of what in equity and jus- 
tice is mine, yet in such a way as not to render himself amena- 
ble to the statute against fraud and robbery, the wrong is none 
the less grievous, my injury is equally severe, and the proof of 
hostility in him is just as palpable. On every principle of right 
and justice we were entitled to share in the benefits of the war 
with Mexico, as we had shared in its burdens and perils and 
losses. According to the fundamental terms of the Union in 
which all the States are equal, we ought to have had a portion 
of its profits. The lives of friends and fathers and brothers, 
who fell on every bloody field of Mexico, deserved some poor 
recompense. The form of our social institutions, and our hab- 
its and interests as an agricultural people, especially require an 
extensive territory. But the North may enlarge her territory, 
extend her institutions, increase her resources, enlarge her pow- 
er and wealth, provide a home for her children, cover this broad 
continent with her greatness and glory, but we, condemned, des- 
pised, robbed, wronged, and degraded, must be shut up and 
confined, weak, poor and helpless, until we fill up the narrow 
limits of our prison, and then stifled and crushed by our own 
growth, die, and rot. 
I need not go into an argument to show that they have taken 
last us out of the possessions Divine Providence 
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has given us to inherit.* He must be blind who docs not see 
that the tendency of our federal legislation, the prevailing public 
opinion at the North, and the policy of leading politicians, are 
hostile and destructive to our interests and institutions. Not 
only abolitionists, technically so called, but the entire and unan- 
imous North, are opposed to any extension of slave territory, or 
increase ot the number of slave States. The most sober and 
candid men there openly avow their conviction that the federal 
government ought, as far as possible, within the limits of the 
Constitution, to discourage and oppose slavery — that its legisla- 
tion and policy ought to take that direction — that, as far as it 
can be done without violating express provisions of the Consti- 
tution, its immense power and influence should be brought to 
bear upon our system, to destroy it. Thus, that instrument, 
which was designed to cherish, protect, and sustain al! portions 
of our country, equally and alike, is to be strained as far as 
possible in one direction to benefit one section, and in another 
direction to ruin another — and Christian men can calmly sanc- 
tion this monstrous injustice and oppression ! Oh, pitiable hu- 
man nature of ours, which even the wondrous Gospel cannot 
redeem from the blindness of its prejudices, and selfishness, and 
sin ! 

An increasing and powerful party has assaulted, and avowed 
their determination lo destroy the fundamental forms and insti- 
tutions of our social fabric. The plain and palpable provisions 
of our political Constitution are openly set at nought, and ren- 
dered null and void. Millions of our property have been taken 
from ns, in open violation of law, and the safety and value of all 
the rest injured and diminished. Our citizens have been mob- 
bed, imprisoned, and murdered, while peaceably claiming their 
rights according to acknowledged law. Societies and combina- 
tions are formed to subvert our social system and institutions, 

* Not the least evil inflicted on the South, by the slavery agitation, is the 
consequent emigration of the more timid and far-seeing of our people to tlie 
North, in order to escape a threatening future. If the statistics of this em- 
igration were collected, they would astonish ourselves, with ila extent and 
importance. I can hardly blame the refugees. When a form of society to 
which, above all others, jmace is essential, is constantly attacked and rjdely 
shaken, it is time for those who live under it to look about them. 
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and to rob us of our property. Secret emissaries and seditious 
publications are employed to disturb our domestic tranquillity, 
and endanger our property and lives. The basis upon which 
our entire social and political order, our wealth, our civilization, 
our customs and habits, our prejudices, our present prosperity 
and our future prospects, are established and depend, has been 
attacked and weakened. We are harassed with an agitation 
which sends anxiety and disturbance into every home and every 
family in our land. And when these invade the household 
quiet, and haunt the fireside, the life of a people becomes intol- 
erable. We feel the very foundations of our social and domes- 
tic structure shaking beneath us. Every dollar of property, 
acquired in years of toil and labor, is threatened with measures 
which would utterly destroy its value and beggar us all. We 
are made to tremble for our wives and little ones. The altars 
of our religion are threatened with desecration. The land of 
our birth, which our fathers baptized with their blood, and which 
contains their sacred ashes, we scarcely feel to be our own j 
and, ere long, we may be driven from it as exiles, or slain upon 
it as martyrs. For twenty years, in the face of reason and re- 
ligion, in violation of law both human and Divine, of right 
moral and political, of their own solemn compacts and our ac- 
knowledged rights, of honor, justice, and good faith, they have 
driven, with increasing zeal, strength, and success, towards but 
one point — our utter ruin— ruin individual, domestic, social, 
economical, political, religious— total, remediless, final. 

" Against this great company that cometh against us we have 
no might." Wheresoever we turn, on whatsoever side we look, 
we are weak, powerless, and helpless. It seems to me mad- 
ness to think of an armed resistance, by this State alone. Rash- 
ness is not courage, and to die for our country is not to save it. 
We have no might in our sister Southern States. They do not 
see or believe the danger which threatens them and us ; or, mis- 
led by corrupt demagogues, and deluded by evil influences, 
they stand alpof from the CMitest. Of the twelve tribes of our 
Southern Israel, South Carolina is the Judah, alone, solitary, 
the one faithfei! to herself and to all, to truth and right and 
duty. 
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We have no might in the Federal Government ; for in every 
branch of it the North has the majority, and even fi'ee soil holds 
there the balance of power. Oar defence has for a long time 
been in the Senate of the United States Congress. But now 
we have lost our equality, and our last stay is broken there. 
In every department of the Genera! Government, anti-slavery 
has the power. It can not only enact and enforce such meas- 
ures as it pleases, but the immense patronage and resources of 
the Government are at its control. It can not only suck the life- 
blood from «s to fatten itself, but, what is infinitely worse, em- 
ploy it to corrupt mean men among us to conspire against their 
own country for its downfall. And he knows nothing of politi- 
cal intrigue who doubts for a moment that this will be done. 

We have no might in the guarantees and provisions of our 
Federal Constitution, One of its most express stipulations is 
openly, boldly, successfully, and with impunity, violated and 
despised. Northern State Legislatures have made it a penal 
offence to ejiecute it. Their officers have arrested and their 
mobs murdered those who attempted lo enforce it. One 
of their leading statesmen, a former President of the United 
States, declared that, in certain cases, they can effect their final 
object and abolish our institutions, under a half dozen clauses 
of the Constitution. There is no question but they can do this, 
by indirect measures, without at all infringing the letter of the 
Constitution. And when has the world ever seen a dominant 
and fanatical majority restrained in its purpose by the forms 
and technicalities of the law ? It breaks through them all, and 
tramples them under its feet in scorn and contempt. But, this 
aside, the act of outrage and plunder which has denied the 
South any share in the new territory, will enable them, very 
soon, to increase their number so greatly, as to change the Con- 
stitution according to its own provisions, and according to their 
own pleasure ; and thus, in legal form, to destroy us at a blow. 
The Constitution is but a paper barrier, which one blast of 
breath from a Northern mob would blow to the winds. 

We have no might in the friends of ike South and of the 
Constitution as it is, in the Northern States themselves. Many 
have hoped that the abolitionists would be checked and restrain- 
ed, by their own fellow-citizens who better understand and re- 
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spect our rights. I have no such hope. Twenty years have 
passed away, and nothing of the kind, to any purpose, has been 
done. Now and then, as recently, anti- abolition meetings have 
been held in the large cities, a great deal of gas burnt and breath 
wasted, and that was all. The abolition party has constantly 
increased in numbers, respectability, influence, violence, and 
courage. It controls the elections in many of the States — in 
New- York, the largest, and in Massachusetts, the most enlight- 
ened and religious. Our so-called friends there are themselves 
in the minority. They have not the power to help us, if the 
will. Moreover, these friends of ours there, who are they? 
They are themselves conscientiously opposed to our institutions, 
to all extension of our system, and to the increase of our num- 
ber and power. In this the entire North is unanimous. This 
is only to work our rnin in another way. These friends are 
themselves enemies, only of another kind. I believe we have 
there some sincere, true, and faithful friends, but they are few 
and powerless. They arc quiet, thoughtful men, who are nev- 
er heard or seen, and seldom felt. 

Besides, those who hope so much from these friends, utterly 
mistake, in my opinion, the nature of the conflict through which 
we are now passing. It is not a mere political contest — not a 
struggle with fanaticism, or a rivalry and contention for power. 
It is a conflict of systems— of two radically different and an- j 
tagonistic forms of society— of two modes of political life — 
which must result either in separation, or in the destruction of. 
one. It is like a conflict between two laws of nature— between 
life and disease ; they must be separated, or the death, the de- 
struction, of one is inevitable. In the womb of our confederacy 
were conceived two children— a Jacob and an Esau, and they 
"struggle together within her." "Two nations are in her 
womb, and two manner of people shall be separated from her 
bowels." " And when her days to be delivered are fuliilled, 
behold, there will be twins in her womb."* 



* It seems too plain for argument, that two fundamentally difTefent Bf s- 
terns of civil institutions cannot long exist in a consolidated nation. The 
history of tlie world furnishea no example of it. The stronger system will, 
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fight in this battle, set yourselves, stand ye still, and see the 
salvation of the Lord with you ; fear not, nor be dismayed, for 
the haltle is not yours hut God's." " Heat me oh Judah and ye 
inhabitants of Jornsalem: Believe in the Lord your God, so 
shall ye he established; believe His prophets, so shall ye pros- 
per." 
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